3. Comumittee Jurisdiction. The jurisdiction of a committee is not necessar-
ily controlling as to the germaneness of an amendment. When an argu-
ment has been advanced that the subject matter of an amendment lies
within the jurisdiction of a committee other than the committee report-
ing the bill, the Chair has ruled that the germaneness of an amendment
is based upon its relation to the bill in its amended form. In short, the
subject matter of the bill is the controlling factor, not the description in
the Rules of the House of the various committees’ jurisdiction.

Source: Excerpted from Manual on Legislative Procedure in the U.S. House of
Representatives, 6th ed., 99th Congress, prepared under the auspices of the Republican
leader, May 1986.




